Transradial Approach for Cardiac Catheterization in Patients With Negative Allen's Test.
To assess the efficacy and safety of transradial approach regardless of the Allen's test results for coronary angiography and angioplasty. Prospective data collection of 1035 consecutive patients who underwent coronary angiography with or without ad hoc angioplasty through the radial approach was conducted. Baseline demographic and procedural data were recorded. Allen's test was evaluated in all subjects before the procedure and catheterization was performed from the radial approach irrespective of the results. Radial artery patency was evaluated at discharge clinically, or by Doppler examination if pulse was not palpable. A total of 256 patients (24.7%) were found to have a negative Allen's test and 779 patients (75.3%) had a positive test. The baseline and procedural characteristics were similar in both groups. No significant differences in complications were reported. Radial artery thrombosis was observed in 6.2% of the negative Allen's test group and 4.8% of the positive Allen's test group (P=.85), but this was clinically silent even in the negative Allen's test group. Transradial approach for coronary angiography and ad hoc angioplasty can be performed with similar efficacy and safety regardless of the Allen's test results before the procedure.